The Why’s, What’s, and How’s of

Water Clarity: Upper Western Shore

Why is Water Clarity Important? ~—m Upper Western Shore

Bay grasses, like terrestrial vegetation, need light
to grow. More light due to increased water clarity
aids underwater grass growth. Bay grasses are
important habitats for the crabs, fish, and
walerifowl we e e pbay. provead d V
may also indicate less pollution in the water,

nhich is a major cause of low dissolved oxygen
levels and “dead zones.”

What Attects Water Clarity?

Water Clarity (inches)

® Sediments in runoff from farms, cities, or
neighborhoods.
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to wind, tidal currents, or dredging.
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How is Water Clarity Measured?

Bay Grasses Coverage In the Bush River

Water clarity can be measured in a number of and Mar\,/lanri-Wirip
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—_— {is E Total Maryland Bay Grass Acres (Goal 114,034 acres)

Hrae Secchi Depth: How far through the water column EBush River Bay Grasses (Goal = 350 acres)
| you see a black and white disc. Results are
" somewhat comparable to those you'll see at the

wade-in.

Secchi Disc Turbidity, another name for water clarity, can also

be measured using a transmissometer, which
records turbidity values in Nephelometric Turbidity
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Sensors light travels and is measured with special sensors

called LICOR.

0

*No data for 1988

Maryland Department of Natural Resources ; e
Resource Assessment Service Martin O'Matley John R. Griffin
Tidewater Ecosystem Assessment Governor Secretary

Tawes State Office Building g, 3
580 Taylor Avenue 4 '
Annapolis, MD 21401 ey \!
http://www.dnr.state.md.us www.eyesonthebay.net
(410) 260-8630 MARYLAND




