The Why’s, What’s, and How’s of

Water Clarity: Upper Western Shore
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Why is Water Clarity Important in Upper Western Shore
Bay grasses, like terrestrial vegetation, need light
to grow. More light due to increased water clarity
aids underwater grass growth. Bay grasses are ==IUpper Western Shore Wade-In
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What Attects Water Clarity?
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to wind, tidal currents, or dredging. Years
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How is Water Clarity Measured?

Bay Grasses Coverage In the Bush River

Water clarity can be measured in a number of and Mar\,/lanri-Wirip
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Total Maryland Bay Grass Acres (Goal 114,034 acres)

Secchi Depth: How far through the water column O Bush River Bay Grasses (Goal = 350 acres)

. you see a black and white disc. Results are
“ somewhat comparable to those you'll see at the

wade-in.

Secchi Disc Turbidity, another name for water clarity, can also

be measured using a transmissometer, which
records turbidity values in Nephelometric Turbidity
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Sensors light travels and is measured with special sensors

called LICOR.
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